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What You Write Matters

“Think About It” Prescription Drug Abuse Prevention Campaign
An estimated 10 percent of young adults in 
Georgia misuse or abuse prescription drugs 
every year, and we are asking you to say, 
“We’re not going to take it” anymore!

The “Think About It” campaign for the education 
about and prevention of prescription drug 
abuse is a project sponsored by the Medical 
Association of Georgia Foundation. The 
campaign is composed of three comprehensive 
initiatives: development of a statewide 
comprehensive drug policy, safe storage and 
disposal of prescription drugs, and education 

of both the public and professionals about 
the dangers of and prevention of prescription 
drug abuse. The “Think About It” campaign is 
working with a broad range of organizations 
including medical specialty societies, the 
Georgia Composite Medical Board, the Georgia 
Board of Pharmacy, the Georgia Pharmacy 
Association, the Georgia Bureau of Investigation, 
and other law enforcement agencies, and 
schools, religious, civic, and social organizations 
to further educate and create programs to 
help eradicate prescription drug abuse across          
our state.

The campaign aims to encourage Georgians to:

1. Only take medicine as prescribed
2. Not share medicine
3. Store medicine in a safe place
4. Properly dispose of any unused medicine

John Antalis, MD, is involved in the “Think 
About It” campaign and is the Vice Chairman of 
the Medical Association of Georgia Foundation 
and on the board of the Georgia Composite               
Medical Board. 

Please visit rxdrugabuse.org for more information.

Please see the chart below for a different perspective on what you document, the codes that apply to those words, and how it impacts the diagnosis-related 
group (DRG), length of stay (LOS), severity of illness (SOI), and risk of mortality (ROM). Contact Fran Andrews at 706.272.6000, ext.1541 or Julie Bell at 
706.272.6000, ext.1523 for more information on preparing for ICD-10.

Incorrect Method:

Fever: 780.60

Leukocytosis: 288.6

SOB: 786.05

Hypoxia: 799.02

AMS: 780.97

ICD-9 Method:

COPD (acute) exac: 491.21

Chronic Resp Failure: 518.83

Pneumonia Gram Neg: 482.83

Unspecified Sepsis: 038.9

Sepsis: 995.91

ICD-10 Method:

COPD (acute) exac: J44.1

Chronic Resp Failure c 
hypoxia: J96.11

Chronic Resp Failure c 
hypercapnia: J96.12

Pneumonia Gram Neg: J15.6

Sepsis: A41.9

Septic enceph: G93.41
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DRG 204 - Respiratory 
Signs & Symptoms

RW:  .6780

GMLOS:  2.1 Days

SOI:  2 - Moderate

ROM:  2 - Moderate

DRG 871 - Septicemia or 
severe sepsis w/o MV 96+ 
hours w/MCC

RW:  1.8527

GMLOS: 5.1 Days

SOI:  4-Extreme

ROM:  4-Extreme

DRG 871 - Septicemia or 
severe sepsis w/o MV 96+ 
hours w/MCC

RW:  1.8527

GMLOS: 5.1 Days

SOI:  4-Extreme

ROM:  4-Extreme
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